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(Guelph)
History repeats itself this weekend as Guelph’s 11th Field Artillery Regiment, one of Canada’s most prestigous and long-lived military units celebrates tradition, opens its doors to the community and stages a glittering social event as part of the city’s 175th Anniversary celebrations.  In addition, a special gathering of the Canadian Forces Liaison Council is offering an information session for local employers on Friday April 26th to showcase the benefits of hiring Reserve soldiers.

The Canadian Forces Liaison Council (CFLC) is a special agency comprised of national and local business leaders working with the Canadian Forces to promote the benefits of hiring and supporting Reserve soldiers.  The “Employer Meet and Greet”, which is open to all members of the Guelph-area business community, gets underway at 4:30 at the Guelph Armoury at 7 Wyndham Street South.  Special guest Mrs. Sonja Bata, of Bata Shoes, who is the Provincial Chair of the CFLC, will be on hand to provide answers to potential Reserve employers.  Those attending will also get a “sneak preview” of the displays and exhibits slated for the Open House on Saturday, and refreshments after.

Saturday April 27th  is the big day for Royal City residents.  The 11th Field Artillery Regiment, commonly known as “11th Field”, will re-enact the “Freedom of the City” ceremony at 10 a.m.  The colourful tradition, which dates back more than 500 years, recreates the original event from 1966, which marked the Centennial of 11th Field.

The Guelph-based gunners will march from their Wyndham St. Armoury to City Hall.  Commanding Officer Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Elliott will move forward to the main doors of City Hall and will knock three times with the pommel of his sword.

Police Chief Rob Davis will open the door and request the Commanding Officer to identify himself and state his purpose.  If satisfied with the Commanding Officer's response, the Police Chief will escort him to Mayor Karen Farbridge.  The Mayor will be invited by the Commanding Officer to present the original Proclamation of the Freedom of the City to the Regiment.

All three participants will move to a position in front of the Regiment where the Mayor will read aloud the Proclamation of the Freedom of the City to show the trust and faith the city places in its citizen-soldiers.  The Regiment will then "fix bayonets" and with the Pipes and Drums playing, march past the Cenotaph and south on Wyndham Street to the Armoury.

At 11:30, the doors to the historic “castle” will be flung open as 11th Field stages its annual Open House.  Members of the public will be able to get “up close and personal” with the huge 105-mm artillery howitzers which form the units’ impressive main armament.  Also on display will be tactical vehicles, modern communications equipment, smaller weapons and displays showing life in the field for today’s gunners.  There will also be special children’s activities.

The Open House is a joint effort with the Guelph Arts Council and the Local Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee (LACAC) “Doors Open” historic and architectural tour.  Tours of the huge and historic armoury will run every hour starting at noon with the last tour scheduled for 3 p.m.  The open house ends at  4.

The day concludes with the glittering Castle Gala Ball, a "black tie" formal event hosted by 11th Field to officially and uniquely commemorate the 175th Anniversary of the city.

Guests will be entertained by the Dance Band of the 7th Toronto Regiment RCA, The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders of Canada Pipes and Drums and highland dancers from the Mary Ellen Cann School of Highland Dancing.

Mayor Karen Farbridge is guest of honour and will briefly address the crowd during the evening.  Also in attendance will be the Colonel Commandant of the Royal Regiment of Canadian Artillery, Major-General (Retired) J.A. MacInnis.
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For more information, please visit  www.edir.org  and follow the links, or contact:

Captain Troy Templeman at 519.823.5705  /  ttempleman@edir.org
11th FIELD ARTILLERY REGIMENT
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